LaGrange Schoolhouse
The Town of Covington Historical Society would like to announce the erection of a Historical
Marker at the site of the LaGrange schoolhouse and most recently the Harold L. Altoft Museum.
This was made possible by a generous grant from the William C. Pomeroy Foundation.

Figure 1: Historical Marker commemorating the LaGrange School

The LaGrange schoolhouse played a pivotal role in the early days of the hamlet of LaGrange. In
addition to serving as a schoolhouse, it also housed he First Baptist Church before the current
church was built in 1825.
Informal history tells us that the LaGrange school was started in 1815 in a log house located on
the west/north side of the four corners in LaGrange. Lucy Sleeper was reportedly the first
teacher.
Formal history tells us that the school districts in Covington were not established until 1825 as
noted in the “Record of School Districts – Covington” (1825). In this document the LaGrange
School district was referred to as District No. 18, with the boundaries as:
“At a meeting of the commissioners of common schools of the Town of Covington and
Perry on the eleventh day of October 1825 it was resolved that District No. 18 be
bounded on the east by the east line of the little transit north by south line of lot no. 19.
On the west by the west line of lots no. 18 and 17 in the Town of Covington. The
description of that part of this district lying in Perry I cannot find.
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Figure 2: Page describing the boundaries for the District No. 18 from the “Record of School Districts – Covington”

In 1836 a deed was filed for the land where the schoolhouse would be built. The deed noted
that a schoolhouse would be erected. It is at this point that the framed building was
established that held the LaGrange School.
A review of filed education records from 1854 showed that 53 children attended the school and
the teacher’s wages were $58.78 for 8 ½ months. Oral history relates that summer school
sessions were taught by women teachers who received $1.50/week and sometimes less. In
addition, these teachers were provided meals and lodging for a week at a time with a district
family.
In 1864 additional land was purchased for the school and a short time later the school was
enlarged to its present size.

Figure 3 : Oldest known picture of the LaGrange School – Early 1900’s

The school saw quite a few teachers through the years with the most memorable being Harold
L. Altoft. Mr. Altoft taught school for 57 years with 45 of those years at the LaGrange School
teaching three generations of children; including members of his own family.

Figure 4: LaGrange School Pupils 1909-1910. Harold L. Altoft Teacher (located in back)

Harold L. Altoft was born on September 16, 1883 on the Altoft Homestead in the Town of
Covington. He began teaching in 1901 primarily in LaGrange but with short terms in schools in
Peoria, Saltvale, Burke Hill, and in Livingston County. His longest teaching was in LaGrange with
a permanent position from 1925 to 1958. In 1958, the decision was made to close the
LaGrange school with future students going to the school in Perry. Mr. Altoft retired from
teaching at that time. He passed away at the Altoft homestead on February 5, 1959.

Figure 5: Harold L. Altoft teaching at the LaGrange School.

At the time of the school closing the ownership of the schoolhouse and land passed to the First
Baptist Church, where it remained until 1973. Following a fire that destroyed the Town of
Covington Town Hall, which housed the Town of Covington Historical Museum, the First Baptist
Church offered the schoolhouse for use as the Historical Society’s Museum. The land and
building were transferred to the Covington Historical Society at that time. It was decided that
the museum would be named the Harold L. Altoft Museum because of his dedication to the
youth. On September 17, 1973 a ceremony was held dedicating the museum and formally
opening it to the public.
The Harold L. Altoft Museum remained open until the Fall of 1998, closing due to financial
constraints. The Pioneer Association of Silver Lake expressed interest in adding the
schoolhouse to its historical grounds. In the fall of 1998, the schoolhouse was moved intact to
the Pioneer Grounds at Silver Lake and officially opened to the public in July of 1999. The
schoolhouse continues to enlighten young students and modern adults with past traditions and
schooling practices.

